
 
 

 
 

Prep Patter is available online at www.dphs.co.za 
Follow us on twitter @durban_prep and Facebook at “Durban Prep Parent Community” 

DPHS NEWS AND RESULTS 
 

BULLETIN 08: WEDNESDAY 06 MARCH 2019 
The Headmaster : bwilson@dphs.co.za  Admissions : denise@dphs.co.za 
Media Centre : mmuthusamy@dphs.co.za  Marketing : marketing@dphs.co.za 
Finance : michellew@dphs.co.za  Sports Office : michaeldick@dphs.co.za 
DPHS Trust : trust@dphs.co.za  Association : trust@dphs.co.za 
 

TELEPHONE: 031-312 2154 FAX: 031-303 2361 
Please note that the next Prep Patter – Bulletin 9 – will go out on Friday 15 March in 
order to publish Beanland Cup results as soon as they are announced in assembly 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE DESK OF THE HEADMASTER 
Into the single figures now which actually means that there are only 7 school days left to 
enjoy. Please be reminded that school actually closes next Friday at the times indicated 
below: 
 
10h30  - Reception Unit 
10h45  - Junior Primary 
11h00  - Senior Primary 
 
Staff News 
I share with you that I have recently been in discussion with Miss Laatz (Grade 5A) who came 
in to explain her exciting opportunity that lies ahead - an opportunity relating to her own 
personal future. 
 
Miss Laatz will be immigrating to England to be with her family members who already reside 
there. She has also managed to secure a teaching position from her arrival date which again is 
a major draw card for her to have to leave Prep by the end of April. 
Miss Laatz is a ‘proudly Prep’ staff member where she has been extremely dedicated in both 
the classroom and extra mural programmes ensuring that ‘her’ boys excel under her 
guidance. As much as we at Prep do not wish to see her leave, we can also fully understand 
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that new and exciting adventures lie in waiting for this young lady at this stage of her life. In 
Miss Laatz’s own words I quote “I will only leave Prep if I leave the country to begin a new 
journey”. 
Thank you for your dedication, professional service and passion noted at Prep – you will 
always be welcome to return one day to the ‘shores of Prep’. Well done and thank you Miss 
Laatz – we will miss you too! 
Please rest assured that we are actively involved in planning and securing the most suitable 
replacement for this position. I will keep you fully updated as soon as we can confirm any 
news on this position. 
 
Mr Phipson and 9 staff members will be attending the Independent Boys Schools Conference in 
Pretoria from tomorrow through until Saturday. This falls under our drive for ‘staff 
development’ where we as Prep can share ideas with members from around the globe. I 
always remind people that DPHS can proudly state that our beloved school can be recognized 
as a leading school in our city, province, country and internationally. Enjoy the experience 
staff! 
 
Chris Cubitt Day 
I am sure that your son looked forward to attending school today in his ‘sports and/or 
hobbies’ kit in celebration of the lives of Chris Cubitt, Cameron Cowan, Holizwe Ngwekazi, 
Joel Peterson, Luke van Zyl, Connor Bell and those before or after them, who left us with 
loving and lasting memories of their life at Prep. We also pay our respects to those staff, 
parents, family and old boys who have sadly passed away but will always be fondly 
remembered. This is an important traditional day on the DPHS year planner that we as the 
Prep community dedicate in loving memory to these Prep members. It is with this reason that 
we attend school today in our sports/hobbies uniform to acknowledge and respect this 
Memorial Assembly now held over many years at Prep. We also appreciate the kind donation 
received from so many families in their contribution to the Chris Cubitt Memorial Fund. 
In the spirit of love and care we celebrate this day in their memory. 
 
Water Polo 
It gives me great pleasure to report back that the recent tour to the festival at Grey Boys in 
Port Elizabeth was a most enjoyable experience amongst strong opposition. We had some very 
encouraging victories and extremely close defeats but our coaches, boys and parents 
remained positive in their efforts to achieve the overall 5th position out of the 12 teams from 
around the country – at one stage it looked like we could have challenged for that bronze 
medal too. However, once again, I can proudly state that this squad were great ambassadors 
for our school not only during the fixtures but also from feedback received from the Grey PE 
hosting parents. We can now look forward to building on this solid platform in preparation for 
the SACS Tournament in Cape Town mid-year. Well done Mr May, Mr Ferreira, team and 
touring parents! 
 
Swimming Galas 
Here we go Prep – Let’s go! Yes this week is where the months of hard training get put to the 
test at the respective D & D galas for our A/B/C/D squads. No other school in this city and the 
outlying areas can proudly state that they have four squads involved as well as our school 
being the only school to have both the A & B squads in the A league. This means that our 
squads compete against other schools A teams as noted yesterday with our ‘D’ team at the D 
league gala where we finished in seventh position. Best wishes to our C team for their D & D 
gala tomorrow and the A/B squads involved in the D & D A league gala on Friday evening at 
Kingspark Pool at 18h00. 
 
Prep Request 
This ‘A’ Gala is now on Friday evening which makes it rather difficult to call for compulsory 
supporters to cheer on our squads. I did call on the Senior Primary School at Assembly on 
Monday to indicate their willingness to attend this Friday evening with a pleasing response 



indicated to the request. However, I am well aware that this number may drop due to 
planned family events that the boys were unaware of but I do make a ‘Prep call’ to our 
community of staff, parents, boys, (old boys and friends) to be in attendance to cheer our 
teams on. Please respond positively to either bringing your son and or your family to witness 
the talents of our A & B squad ambassadors at what promises to be a most exciting gala with 
our boys looking forward to the challenge for ‘gold’ in our drive this year of ‘creating 
champions’ in our Prep efforts. 
 
Please follow the guidelines below: 

• Although we call on the boys in Grade 3/4/5/6/7 to show their support we have had 
families in Grade 1 and 2 also attend to cheer on the school. 

• “Boys to attend in school uniform with cap but no blazer” 
• Boys to be there by 17h50 to cheer on the swimmers in event 1 – gala starts at 18h00. 
• Boys to report to the Prep supporter’s area where staff will be present to supervise and 

help motivate the supporters. 
• The gala should be finished at 20h00 with the A/B squad swimmers joining the 

supporters for a final Prep call. 
• Parents are to collect their son from the stand after the gala so that each child is 

handed back to their families. 
• No boy will be allowed to wait at the pool for parents to fetch them later – please 

respect this! 
 
NB – due to this gala taking place on a Friday evening it will be much easier for boys to be 
brought and fetched from Kings Park complex. 
- Please note that there will be no buses transporting our supporters this year from Prep 
to the pool and back to Prep. 
 
We do look forward to your continued loyal support and again encourage each family to 
understand this Prep call. This is one evening where the DPHS community can stand united in 
celebration of our school – let us really make it happen – we can do it Prep! 
 
I extend our appreciation to our Director of Swimming, Miss Challis-Chandler, all swimming 
coaches, our staff, the boys in the respective squads and our families for your interest given 
this term to the code of swimming. 
 
This has really been a great Prep effort and may we all be there to celebrate our champions 
in action. 
 
Bring the trophies home Prep! 
 
Prep Carnival 
Thank you to Mrs Turner our Chairlady and the Committee for planning and co-ordinating this 
fun filled Prep event for the boys here at school on Saturday, starting at 15h00 and ending at 
19h00. We look forward to many Prep families supporting this fund-raiser and also being 
present to join in the fun atmosphere of this event. 
Another Proudly Prep event! 
 
Excitement Buzz! 
The rugby poles are up – the boys are attending practices in large numbers – trials are 
happening this weekend and next week – the fixtures are finalized – the rugby boots are 
blackened out in Prep tradition – the rugby season is here – please be part of it! 
 
Remember Prep Boys: 
 

DON’T DO 



Miss out on supporting their school. Insist that they want to be there to 
cheer their school on. 

Let any swimmer pass them in the pool at 
these galas. 

Lead the way in each race. 

Misbehave on the supporters stand or at the 
Carnival. 

Proudly display their positive support 
and appreciation at the galas and 
carnival. 

Make excuses for their academic results. Know that they are accountable for their 
term 1 academic results. 

Miss school days at this stage of the term. Attend each school day until break-up 
day next week! 

 
MR Prep 
Congratulations – Mr Prep 
JP – Lachlan Dow – Grade 3 Veerasamy 
SP – Liyema Tafeni – Grade 5 Huber 
 

HEADMASTER’S QUOTE FOR THE WEEK 
“Life is 10% what happens to you & 90% of how you react to it.” 

 
B WILSON 
Headmaster 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 
A reminder to send us your news and achievements to marketing@dphs.co.za for inclusion 
in the Prep Patter 
 
TOP ARTISTS OF THE WEEK 
Grade 3: Oliver Hunter, Ziyaad Dadoo 
Grade 4: Sahir Maharaj, John-Alan Harding 
Grade 5: Siyabonga Jaca, Gabriel Dinkele 
Grade 6: Jackson Jeffers, Noah Allen 
Grade 7: Matthew Ropertz 
 
Kristian Bunyan is presently a member of the KZN Youth Shadow Orchestra and their first 
concert of 2019 is coming up and it will be at Crawford College North Coast on Friday 15 
March. 
 
Declan-Stone Winn and Michael Jansen took part in the SAPPI Howick MTB Enduro (KZN 
Provincial Series #1) on Saturday 2nd March 2019, and completed all 4 stages of the 25km 
event. 
 
Art Mpungose won 4 gold medals and one silver at Mini-Lympics. 
 
CALENDAR 
Wednesday 
06 March 

Junior Primary Parent/Teacher Meetings 
“Beanland Cup Top 10” Results to Deputy Head 
Chris Cubitt Memorial Assembly 
Prep Pal Meeting 
A and B Swimming Squad training at DHS 

 
 
07h30 
08h00 
17h00 

Thursday 
07 March 

IBSC – Conference – Pretoria Boys’ High School 
Staff Meeting 
Boys “C” League Gala (C Team) 

 
09h30 
13h00 
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Friday 
08 March 

IBSC – Conference – Pretoria Boys’ High School 
Grade 4 - Dog show – Smith Field 
Junior Primary Reports to HOD 
Letterland Day – Grade 1 
Boys “A” League Gala (A and B teams) 

 

Saturday  
09 March 

IBSC – Conference – Pretoria Boys’ High School 
Rugby Trials 
M/C – DPHS Carnival 
Cell C Sharks vs Bulls (A) 

 
08h00 
15h00 

Sunday  
10 March 

  

Monday  
11 March 

Rugby Season – Practice Week 
Senior Primary Reports to Headmaster 
Staff Meeting 
JP Puppet World Presentation – The wonders of 
Water 

 
 
09h30 
10h30 

Tuesday 
12 March 

Rugby Season – Practice Week 
Reception Unit “2018 Old Boys Visit” to RU 

 
12h40 

Wednesday 
13 March 

Rugby Season – Practice Week 
Staff Development – IBSC Feedback (Staffroom) 

 
14h00 

Thursday 
14 March 

Rugby Season – Practice Week 
Top 10 Academics Assembly 
“Top Ten Academics – Headmaster’s Tea 
Honour Your Helpers Function 
Staff Function  

 
07h30 
08h00 

Friday 
15 March 

Glenwood High School Rugby Festival 
Final Assembly 
Reception Unit Closes 
Junior Primary School Closes 
School Closes (No H/W Centre or P/Place) 

 
07h30 
10h30 
10h45 
11h00 

 
RECEPTION UNIT NEWS 
Thanks for the wonderful support at our Open Swimming lessons on Friday. Your boys were 
so excited to have you there watching them. This Friday will be their last lesson for the term 
as swimming lessons are replaced by ball skills sessions during the second and third terms. 
 
This has been a busy week in Grade R. Individual and group photos were taken yesterday 
and should be delivered early next term. The boys have been really excited about the Chris 
Cubitt Sports & Hobbies Dress-up Day today and your support of this most worthy cause is 
greatly appreciated. Tomorrow we will be going up to main campus for a Puppetworld 
presentation about Occupations, as an extension to our latest theme table. 
 
Next Tuesday our 2018 ‘old boys’ have been invited to pop in for a quick visit after school. 
We want to hear all about Grade One and can’t wait to see you! 
 
JUNIOR PRIMARY NEWS 
Thank you to all parents for prioritizing their appointment with their son’s class teacher 
during the course of this Parents’ Week. The class teachers see these meetings as an essential 
opportunity to discuss the boys’ wellbeing and progress and a crucial element in assisting the 
boys to enjoy their school programme and achieve their potential. I trust that the parents are 
finding this interview time to be of great value. 
 
Last Thursday saw the Grade Two section enjoy the much anticipated “Pirate Day”. The boys 
and teachers arrived dressed in a range of pirate attire, well prepared for a perfectly planned 
day of related fun and learning! The boys were divided into 8 teams, each with a pirate 



name, and they spent the morning participating in 8 different activities: hunt and dig for 
treasure, walk the plank, pin the patch on the pirate; roll the dice chocolate challenge; 
pirate ship adventure; make a pirate hat; decorate a biscuit with a pirate face; musical pirate 
instructions. After the group activities the pirates then cooled off by “swimming with the 
sharks” in the Prep pool. It was an active, fun-filled and extremely successful way of 
complementing their first term Pirate Theme. 
 
The second Prep Pal meeting of the year took place this morning, coinciding with the Chris 
Cubitt Sports and Hobbies Day. The boys, dressed in the kit of their chosen sport or hobby, 
started the day attending the memorial assembly. They then met with their Prep Pal families 
where they discussed their sports and hobbies, played a related board game and participated 
in a paper jet flying challenge. It proved to be a wonderful opportunity for the families to and 
get to know each other better and enjoy each other’s company. 
 
LIGHTHOUSE AWARDS  
Congratulations to this week’s recipients 

WEEKLY LIGHTHOUSE AWARD “WELL DONE’  
CLASS NAME REASON 
GRADE 1 Langley  

 
Keshiv Naidu For his lovely reading and huge 

efforts in the classroom 
Jesse James For always giving of his very 

best effort 
Greensill Aston Johnson For his good work skills 

Ndumiso Mabuya For his positive attitude 
towards all tasks 

May Aadil Bassa For always giving of his best 
Tyler Hardwick For his positive attitude and 

kind nature 
Pullen  Lwazi Bhengu For his improved work skills 

Ahmed Joosab For being a caring member of 
the class 

GRADE 2 Everitt 
 

Zaid Akoo For his outstanding reading 
and Maths skills 

Connor Toerien For his good number work 
Bush Muhammad Ally For trying hard to improve his 

attitude towards all tasks 
Seth van der Merwe For his beautiful attention to 

detail when completing work 
Martin  Harry Johnsen For his warm smile and 

enthusiasm for learning 
Céu Armstrong-Nel For his kind and helpful nature 

Murphy Takunda Dembaremba For his cheerful attitude and 
diligent approach to tasks 

Benjamin Joseph For his lovely manners and 
efforts to please his teacher 

GRADE 3 Veerasamy Luqmaan Mahomed For his happy nature and 
positive attitude towards all 
subjects 

Sibongakonke Mnyandu For his manners and always 
giving of his best 

Logan Yadhaav Naidoo For his excellent Maths work 
Dean Miller For his outstanding maths and 

for being so responsible 
Marklew 
 

Mnotho Ngema For his sense of fun and 
enthusiasm for learning 



Zwelindayi Msomi For his good work skills 
Vawda Ben Gordon For trying hard during maths 

lessons 
Kieran Jestin For his cheerful nature and for 

being a helpful member of the 
class 

 
Junior Primary Paper Recycling Challenge 
Recyclers of the Week 
1st Grade 1 Pullen (7m 80cm) 
2nd Grade 3 Marklew (6m 40cm) 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
WATER POLO 
RESULTS 
DPHS VS HIGHBURY AND 1ST TEAM TOUR TO GREY 
TEAM RESULT 
DPHS VS HIGHBURY 
DPHS 2nd vs Highbury 1st Lost 4 – 8  
DPHS 3rd vs Highbury 2nd Won 8 - 2 
DPHS U11A vs Highbury Won 10 - 2 
DPHS U11B vs Highbury Lost 3 - 6 
DPHS U10A vs Highbury Won12 - 0 
DPHS U10B vs Highbury Won 15 - 0 
DPHS U10C vs Highbury Won 7 – 0 
DPHS 1ST TEAM VS GREY PE 
DPHS 1st vs Mantarays Won 17-0 
DPHS 1st vs Rondebosch Lost 4-3 
DPHS 1st vs Grey College Won 8-0 
DPHS 1st vs Grey PE Drew 3-3 
DPHS 1st vs Wynberg Won 8-0 
DPHS 1st vs SACS lost 4-1 
DPHS 1st vs Bishops lost 2-1 
DPHS 1st vs Clifton Lost 5-3 
DPHS 1st vs Grey PE B Won 13-0 
DPHS 1st vs Selborne Won 2-1 
DPHS 1st vs Reddam won 4-0 
DPHS 1st vs Clifton Won 4-2 (5th place 

Playoff) 
DPHS finished in 5th place 
 
GENERAL 
2019 TERM DATES 
TERM 1: (07) 09 January – 15 March  
TERM 2: 02 April – 14 June 
TERM 3: 09 July – 20 September 
TERM 4: 01 October – 04 (06) December 
 

Follow us on twitter @durban_prep and on Facebook at 
“Durban Prep Parent Community” 
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