
Why Boys Only? 

The following points related to boy’s education are taken from a piece written by a leading 

educational researcher Robert Kennedy as published on the International Boys School Coalition 

website, of which DPHS is a member. 

1. Boys learn differently from girls

Schools that make the intentional choice to focus on the intellectual, physical, social, and

emotional lives of boys and young men share an appreciation for the intensity and complexity of

boyhood. Educators at boys’ schools celebrate and value all that it means to be a boy.

There is now a recognized body of research which posits that boys do learn differently from girls.

Read books like “Boys and Girls Learn Differently!” by Michael Gurian to understand that line of

thinking. Teachers in a boys’ school understand how a boy learns and as a result are quite

successful in implementing the special teaching techniques required to achieve optimal results.

2. The focus is entirely on boys

When you don’t have to plan curriculum, lessons and events to include both sexes, you can

focus on boys’ needs exclusively. Young men enjoy different kinds of activities than girls do. They

grow at a different pace than girls do. A boys’ school allows a boy to remain a boy for as long as

he wants and needs to.

3. The social pressures are much less stressful

Boys mature later than girls do. Learning how to cope with and relate to girls on a daily basis in a

co-educational setting causes added stress in those early adolescent years. That’s exactly the

time a boys’ school is able to jump in and build confidence without the social distractions

inherent in a mixed setting.

4. Boys’ become comfortable with non-traditional subjects and activities

In a co-educational school boy often shy away from joining activities such as choir and orchestra.

To do so would make be considered unmasculine. In a boys’ school you can’t have a choir or an

orchestra unless you and your classmates pitch in and make it happen. Breaking down the

stereotypes society has imposed on what are considered proper activities for boys is one of the

many things boys’ schools do very well.

5. Boys learn that there are many routes to manhood

Again, the traditional stereotypes can be dismantled and replaced by a more thoughtful

approach to maturation. Not every boy can be a star athlete or a math whiz. Competition is fine

and to be encouraged. But boys can also learn that the strong bonds of friendship, teamwork

and social interaction are what matter most in later life. Working together in the classroom, on

the playing field, or in the performance hall, students are united by a special bond of

brotherhood. Many boys’ school graduates say the friendships they developed with their peers

and with faculty are among the most important benefits they carry with them from their

schools.

For more on the International Boys' Schools Coalition click https://www.theibsc.org/ 

https://www.theibsc.org/

